
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

SUMMARY OF MEETING –OCTOBER 13, 2016 
(Please visit the WPS website for detailed and official meeting minutes.) 

 
 Student Representative to the School Committee (SC), Olivia DiPasca, reported on academic, school spirit, athletic 

and extracurricular activities at Walpole High School (WHS). 

 Vincent Webster, a former Bird Middle School (BMS) student and current Walpole High School student, recently 

completed an Eagle Scout project that benefited BMS.  His service project consisted of revitalizing the courtyard, 

which provides a welcoming environment for our BMS community. 

 Vincent thanked the SC for recognizing him and indicated he wanted to give back and show gratitude to his 

former school.  

 Eagle Scout Dan Connell was also present to be recognized for his efforts collaborating with The Education 

Cooperative (TEC) to design and build a Sensory Garden. 

 Dan said it was approximately 200 hours of planning and labor and that it was satisfying to see it all come 

together. 

 The SC unanimously ratified a Memorandum of Agreement between the SC and the Custodial and Maintenance 

Union. 

 The SC unanimously approved four self-funded out-of-state field trips as follows: 

 BMS and Johnson Middle School (JMS) to Quebec, Canada from February 2, 2017 - February 4, 2017. 

 BMS to W. Alton Jones and Save the Bay in Rhode Island from June 5, 2017 - June 9, 2017. 

 BMS and JMS to Canobie Lake Park, Salem, NH on June 13, 2017. 

 BMS to Woonsocket, RI on December 2, 2016. 

 Dr. Christine Moynihan and Dr. William Kendall, math consultants, presented and discussed their findings and 

recommendations to continue efforts to improve math instruction grades PreK-12. 

 Robin Chapell, Walpole Health Director and Police Chief John Carmichael discussed the Walpole Coalition for 

Drug and Alcohol Awareness.  The Schools partner with the Coalition to educate students on the dangers 

associated with early onset drug and/or alcohol use.  Coalition Meetings are held twice a month and participation is 

strongly encouraged.  

 CDA meetings are scheduled for October 20 at 11:30 a.m. and October 24 at 7:00 p.m.  Please visit the Coalition 

website at:  http://www.walpole-ma.gov/coalition-for-drug-alcohol-awareness. 

 Chief Carmichael presented facts regarding the upcoming ballot question of legalizing marijuana. If passed, this 

referendum would allow marijuana stores to sell marijuana products, including edibles that look like candy.  Chief 

Carmichael presented facts with respect to the highly elevated potency of THC levels when compared to levels not 

too many years ago. Research shows that marijuana interferes with attention, motivation, memory and learning and 

early use of any drug increases likelihood of addiction. For more information please attend Coalition Meetings.   

 The Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents unanimously took a position against Question 4.  Facts 

are available at: M.A.S.S. Recreational Use of Marijuana Initiative  

 Principal Stephen Imbusch conducted a survey with parents, staff and students regarding the possibility of 

changing the WHS graduation ceremony from Sunday afternoon to another day or time.  The comments and results 

indicated that most were in favor of keeping the Sunday afternoon ceremony.  No changes will be made. 

 Mr. Friscia gave an update on the Student Activity Accounts for each school and provided the SC with a copy of 

the Student Activity Account Protocols. 

 The SC unanimously voted to support Articles 2, 11, 12 and 13 of the Fall Town Meeting warrant. 

 The SC unanimously voted to join the 110 + other school committees across the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

taking a position against Question 2 – lifting the ban on Charter Schools. 

 The SC had a first reading of Policy IMG – Service Animals in School and Policy JLCEA – Life Limiting Illness 

Policy. 

 Dr. Lynch gave an update on the activities of and progress made by the Full-Day Kindergarten Task Force and the 

Digital Learning Task Force. 

 Mrs. Gallivan commented that the SC and community were saddened with the loss of Michael Walsh.  He was a 

wonderful and kind person.  Mike was a respectful advocate for his child who also took the time to attend SC 

Meetings and to understand how decisions were made.   
 The next SC Meeting will be October 27, 2016. 

http://www.walpole-ma.gov/coalition-for-drug-alcohol-awareness
http://www.massupt.org/files/_PWGJH_/b17725426d3c5c133745a49013852ec4/MASS_April_2016_Recreational_Marijuana_Position_Statement_Final.pdf

